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Abstract. This paper revisits the question of the function of the Old
Testament references in the Epistle to the Galatians. The inquiry is largely
focused on direct quotations which are each analyzed with regard to their
specific function within the argument in which they are employed. A number
of characteristics emerge from the analysis which will then be assessed
against the solutions proposed in previous scholarship on the topic.
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The outer margin apparatus of NA28 highlights twenty-nine Galatians places
with parallels to forty-one places from the Old Testament.! On ten occasions the
NA28 editors considered these to be direct quotations.” Of the twenty-nine
Galatians instances with scriptural parallels, two are in the first chapter, three in the
second, ten in the third, eight in the fourth, two in the fifth and four in the sixth
chapter.

The largest concentration of Old Testament references are thus in chapters
three and four. Several explanations have been proposed for this fact. On the one
hand, it was linked with that these two chapters bear the main arguments of the
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The Hermeneutical Significance of Paul’s Citations from Scripture in Galatians 3:1-14, (Atlanta:
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